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Re: Mumia Abu-Jamal, death row, Pennsylvania
Letter from Philadelphia officials, October 17, 2006

Dear Mayor Delanoég, and the Honorable Ladies and Gentlemen of the Council:

This is written on behalf of my client, Mumia Abu-Jamal, who is on death row in Pennsylvania. I initially met
some of you, including Mayor Delanog, on October 4, 2003 during the ceremony in the Hotel de Ville when Mr.
Abu-Jamal was publicly recognized as an honorary citizen of Paris.

The October 17, 2006 letter sent to you on behalf of some Philadelphia political figures is appalling since it con-
tains material misrepresentations and errors. Their demand that the honorary citizenship of Mr. Abu-Jamal be
revoked is an affront not only to the citizens of Paris, but is insulting to people around the globe who are opposed to
the death penalty and human-rights abuses. We ask that you reject such offensive demands.

Mr. Abu-Jamal has been on death row for nearly a quarter of a century. At the time of the 1981 arrest he was a
prominent journalist' who was known as the “Voice of the Voiceless.” The authorities thought that by sentencing
my client to death, his outspokenness against governmental wrongs and corruption would be silenced. To the con-
trary, he continues to speak out against injustice, and his death-row commentaries are heard weekly on radio
stations throughout the world. The authorities are on a quest to do all possible to still Mr. Abu-Jamal’s pen® and
voice. They want him to die, silently, in prison. We will not allow that to occur.

The Philadelphia officials are attempting to deceive you, because they have no power over the death sentence. As
pointed out in Mr. Abu-Jamal’s enclosed letter, these people “are merchants of death who wish to trick you into
their campaign” to not only kill my client, but also “to wipe [his] name from the face of the earth.” Their deal “is

1. In late 1980 at age 26, Mr. Abu-Jamal was elected chair of the Philadelphia Chapter of the Association of
Black Journalists. He was named “one of the people to watch in 1981.” (Philadelphia Magazine, Jan. 1981.) His
writings have appeared in a number of prestigious publications, including the Yale Law Journal.

2. From death row Mr. Abu-Jamal has written five books that are in print in various languages: Live from
Death Row (1995); Death Blossoms: Reflections from a Prisoner of Conscience (1996), All Things Censored (2001),
Faith of Our Fathers: An Examination of the Spiritual Life of African and African-American People (2003); and, We
Want Freedom: A Life In the Black Panther Party (2004).







