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Resolution of Boston Labor’s A.N.S.W.E.R. 
 to the International Public Hearing of SINALTRAINAL  

(Colombian National Food Industry Worker’s Union) in Bogotá, Colombia on Dec. 5 – 7, 2002 
 

Coca-Cola’s Crimes in Colombia Must Not Go Unpunished! 
Stop the Coca-Cola sponsored Death Squad Assassinations 

 Against Colombian Union Leaders, Now! 
 
Whereas 
  On Aug. 31, 2002, Adolfo de Jesus Munera - a regional leader of the 
SINALTRAINAL Colombian food industry worker’s Union, who had filed a lawsuit 
against his employer at the Coca-Cola plant Embotelladora Roman in the town of 
Barranquilla, seeking re-instatement to his job, after Coca-Cola fired him for 
absenteeism during a time when Mr. Munera was a target of military raids on his house 
and threats from right-wing death squads due to his Union activities – was shot dead 
by gunmen on his mother’s doorstep, and 
 
Whereas 
  Before Mr. Munera, seven other union leaders at Coca-Cola plants in 
Colombia have been assassinated in recent years after demanding that the company 
pay fair wages and respect the local environment, and many others disappeared and 
tortured, joining almost 4,000 union activists of the Colombian Labor Confederation 
(CUT) who have been murdered by corporate sponsored death squads since 
1986, and 
 
Whereas 
  Nothing is more American than Coca-Cola, we as Union activists and 
supporters of the Labor Movement in the United States are compelled to extend 
our urgent hand of Solidarity to our Union sisters and brothers in Colombia, who 
are increasingly the victims of this long and bloody war being waged in many instances 
in the interests of U.S. corporations operating in Colombia against the Colombian 
movement for workers rights, and 
 
Whereas 
  President Bush and President Uribe have proposed nothing but an 
intensification of this war in Colombian society, with hundreds more U.S. troops, along 
with billions of dollars worth of armaments, sent by the Bush administration to the 
Colombian military under the plan of war known as Plan Colombia, whose 
immediate result has been a dramatic increase in the repression against the 
Union and workers’ movements in Colombia, clearly demonstrating for workers in 
the U.S. and Colombia that “War Is Not the Answer!”; and furthermore, the stated 
goal of the Bush administration’s military campaign in Colombia is to protect oil 



pipelines and other corporate infrastructure, and not the oil workers and other unionists 
there, 145 of whom have been assassinated so far this year, and 
 
Whereas 
  The Colombian and U.S. authorities have neither investigated nor 
punished those responsible for these crimes - despite volumes of evidence 
presented by the United Steel Workers of America and the International Labor Fund in 
its lawsuit against Coca-Cola on behalf of SINALTRAINAL and the estate of murdered 
SINALTRAINAL leader Luis Eduardo Garcia, Alvaro Gonzalez Lopez, Jose Domingo 
Flores, Jorge Humberto Leal and Juan Carlos Galvis in the United States District Court, 
Southern District of Florida, filed on July 20, 2001, and in numerous other charges and 
suits filed by the Union in many other Colombian and U.S. jurisdictions  - and we can 
no longer believe that Justice for Adolfo de Jesus Munera or any of the hundreds 
of his murdered colleagues will come through the U.S. or Colombian justice 
system, 
 
Therefore Be It Resolved  
 
  That Boston Labor’s A.N.S.W.E.R. endorse SINALTRAINAL in the 
convening of the International Public Hearing into the Crimes of the Coca-Cola 
corporation, and join the hearing’s third session to be held on December 5, 2002 in 
Bogota, Colombia, and 
 
  That Boston Labor’s A.N.S.W.E.R. will work to carry out the 
conclusions of the hearing by mobilizing actions and educational campaigns in our 
Unions, communities and the broad and growing U.S. anti-war movement, and to 
prosecute and strengthen the international struggle to bring the Coca-Cola 
corporation and its co-conspirators to justice for the murders and other crimes it 
has and continues to commit against our sisters and brothers in Colombia.   
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